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John Paul Stevens, the third-longest serving justicein
Supreme Court history, compared federal laws prohibiting
marijuana to alcohol prohibition in the 1920s and early
1930s, and said the gover nment's fight against weed is" not
worth the cost"

The federal government should legalize marijuana, retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul
Stevens told NPR’ s Scott Simpson on Thursday. The 94-year-old former justice compared
federal laws prohibiting marijuanato alcohol prohibition in the 1920s and early 1930s.

“1 redlly think that that’s another instance of public opinion [that’s] changed,” Stevens said.
“ And recognize that the distinction between marijuana and alcoholic beveragesisreally not
much of adistinction.”

Stevens, the third-longest serving Justice in Supreme Court history, is currently on a promotional
tour for his new book, Six Amendments: How and Why We Should Change the Constitution.

“The prohibition against selling and distributing alcoholic beverages has, | think, been
generally—there’ s ageneral consensus that it was not worth the cost,” Stevens added. “I think in
time that will be the general consensus with respect to this particular drug,” in reference to
marijuana.

In the court of public opinion, Stevens is reportedly among the majority — 58% of Americans
arein favor of legalizing marijuana, according to an October Gallup poll.



